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At a March 13 news conference in Sao Paulo, Jair Meneguelli, president of the Central Workers
Union (CUT), predicted that Brazil's major cities will be brought to a standstill on March 14, the
first day of a 48-hour general strike called to protest wage freezes. Meneguelli said the "will be
the biggest...this country has ever seen" and will keep millions of workers off their jobs. CUT and
the General Workers Central (CGT), Brazil's two largest and most militant labor organizations,
organized the strike. The two groups claim to represent 35 million of Brazil's 60 million workers.
The March 14 event will be the third general strike since Brazil returned to civilian rule in 1985. A
December 1986 strike was only partially successful and a strike in August 1987 was considered a
total failure. Meneguelli said, "This year, the two labor movements have put aside their rivalries
and we are much better prepared." The wage freeze is part of a government economic package
introduced Jan. 15, which also included a price freeze. Meneguelli said the wage freeze reduced
workers' purchasing power by up to 49% "and we want it back." Union spokespersons have said
that the government authorized huge price hikes on a range of goods and services immediately
prior to implementing the wage freeze. The CGT and CUT argue that workers are requesting
wage improvements to compensate for the large price increases that went into effect before Jan.
15. Also appearing at the news conference was Joaquim dos Santos Andrade, president of the
CGT. Marilia Goncalves, news media spokesperson for the Labor Ministry, told AP by phone the
government would respect the workers' right to strike and that "everything indicates it will be a
peaceful movement." In a statement, the Sao Paulo State Federation of Industries said the general
strike was aimed exclusively at destroying the economic package, "which despite its errors was the
only viable way to stop a process of hyperinflation that threatened to lead Brazil to chaos." (Basic
data from AP, Xinhua, 03/13/89)
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